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Reflections of Five Basic Questions about Language Management
Zhang Zhi-guo
( Shanghai Maritime University Shanghai 201306 China)

Language management ( LM) is a subset of sociolinguistics or language policy and planning ( LPP) . The academic study of
LM began merely from 1970s with Czech Australia Israel USA and Japan advancing ahead in the world. However such
study has not been much conducted in China. Thus this paper is to make an analysis of and supply answers to the following
five basic questions with respect to LM: What is LM? What features does LM have? Can language be managed? Does language
need management? How do we look at LM? Hopefully the paper will arouse more people’s interests in the study and practice of
LM in China so that more useful findings about LM can be offered to language policy makers and language managers in China for
reference.
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